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COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS. Two now mombers have beon appointed by Governor 
W. Loo O'Darso! to the Toxas Library and Historicol Commission, Dr. Edmund 
Heinscohn, pastor of the University Mothodist Church of Austin, was appointed 
to fi31 tho unoxpired term of Mrs Le We Komp of Houston, rocontly resigned. 
Mr. John He Payne, gdneral managor of the Austin Daily Tribunc, was apvointed 
to fill tho vacancy caused by tho resignation in Fobruary of lr. George D. 
Soars, of Tlouston,. 
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STATE LIBRARY EXTENSION AGENCIES. Of tho forty-soven states listcd by 
the American’ Library Association as having stato oxtonsion agcncios, ton ané 
showh in. the; Septomber 5 directory as having separate oxtension divisions or 
field agonts, although it is believed that thoro aro actually moro than this 
number, « fow omissions having occurred. For instance, the ontry for the 
Wisconsin Froe Library Commission doos not include the item "Library Bxtonsion, 
Urs. Vlinifrod'L. Davis" * 

In Toxas, library ostablishment and devolopment largely depends on the 
aid given by tho Extension Division of tho Texas State Library. Tho Division 
was ostablishod in 1928. Sinco that timo twenty of Teoxns' twonty-fivo county 
librarics have been organizod; ten during the 1937-1939 biennium. 
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SCHOOL OF LIBRARY SCIENCE, U. OF T., PROPOSED. On July 1, 1940, « com- 
mitteo from tho Toxas Library Association callod on Dr. Homer Prico Rainoy to 
urge tho ro~ostablishment of the School of Library Scicnco at the University 
of Texas, of a typo which would requiro oa ccllcgo degree for ontrance and 
which would from its boginning, if possiblo, cortainly aftor a fow years, 
offor graduate work. Following is part of o briof synopsis, preparod by Miss 
Elizaboth He Wost, Librarian, Toxas Tochnological Collogo, and chairman of the 
committoo, of the points brought out in tho coursc of discussion: 

1. GENERAL = Popular interest shows tho noed of cxtonding such a school to 
tic into roscarch work with graductoc standing, as this sort of training is not 
avoilablo in Toxas,. 

This school would not only train for future library work, but would im- 
provo alroady existing personnel groups; sinco many librarians now in sorvicec 
could attond summor school at Toxas Univorsity. 

The library schools of Illinois and California Universitics are tho noar- 
est schools where Toxas students mey get advanccd library training. Many moro 
Texas studonts could afford such training if 2 school were available in Toxas; 
and the training that is proposed would fit library workers bottor for Toxas 
problems and necds. 

Not only goographically is Toxas Univorsity tho most accoptable place for 
this school, but its othor rosourcos < of abundant and variod library m-.torial 
and scholarly faculty - mke it the logical onc to sorvoe the statc further, 

Sinco the University of Toxas Library School was stoppod in 1925 at its 
height, the Toxas Library Association is behind the request that it be ro-cstab- 
lished at this timo when it is so much nocdod, Thoro was an onormous demand for 
trainod librarians in tho last.war, It is thorofore important to keep in mind 
that in tho ovont many young mon are put into training for military service the 
samo neod will ariso for camp library sorvicoe. A library school at tho Univer- 
sity would help grontly in propering to moct this neod. (Continued noxt pngee) 
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2, PUBLIC LIBRARIES (CITY AND COUNTY) - Signs point to o substantial 
growth in the near future of public library services There is always o ten 
dency to staff local libraries with local people; in some towns and citios 
the law requires this. An ocasily accessible library school, open to both mon 
and women, would help groatly in supplying this trainod personnol. Responses 
from such libraries to a questionnaire sent out by tho Committce last Spring 
showed widespread domand, not only from library hoads but from library cesis~ 
tants, for such a school, The University of Toxas soomod to theso people the 
logical place in point of (1) Physical accessibility, making for lower cost; 
such as would enable a larger number to afford library training; (2) Ability 
to realize and to train for library problems peculiar to Texas, as alroady 
pointed out; (3) Best library resources in tho Stato; bost in somo rcspocts 
in the Southwost. 

3. SCHOOL LIBRARIES - Largely in response to Southorn Association roquiro= 
monts, there has been in the course of the past decade a striking growth in tho 
number and quality of clomentary and secondary school libraricse Tho Associa= 
tion has been generous enough to allow time to reach these standards, cspoce 
ially in point of trained porsonnol; but these standards will ultimately have 
to be met, Thirty hours of library training are now required for librarians 
of accredited high schools of the highest type. It is highly desirable that 
the Univorsity supply tho demand of this, the largest library group now in tho. <>». 
State; for of allltho cducational agencies in the State, tho University is tho 
best fitted to give the type of training required. 

To be sure library instruction on the undergraduate level is alronady 
available in Texas, but nowhere is graduate work given; the University is tho 
only institution in the State fittcd to five such instruction. 

It is highly important that library training on tho graduato level should 
be available for school librarics in order to enable the library to give odu- 
cational service comparable to that given by the teaching staff of the highest 
grade. Thus, and thus only, can the library givo the highest grade of service 
to all the school's oducational activitios; since only through tho broad view 
acquired through graduate work will tho librarian be able to rise above tho 
more routine work to effective cooporstion with tcachers.e 

4. COLLEGE LIBRARIES - College librarics are in need of a library school 
which will not only give technical training in library processes, but afford 
opportunity for advanced study and resoarch in various fiolds of knowledge 
related to their work. Especially is this truc of refcronco librarians, of 
workers charged with the care and administration of primary source material. 

(NOTE: To dato no conclusions have boon reported by the Committce.) 


-0= 


COUNTY LIBRARY EXAMINATION. tho noxt county library oxamination will bo 
held by the Texas State Board of Library Examincrs at their rospoctivo li- 
brarics on Novomber 8 and 9, 1940. Candidates for the oxamination must have 
thorough library training obtained in a library school or a library of good 
standing approved by the State Board of Library Examiners; and not loss than 
one year's experience must have been in a library under a trained and cxpor= 
iencod librarian. The application f or tho county library examination, furnishod 
by the Board, must be in tho hands of the chairman by October 25, For further 
information write to Fannic M. Wilcox, Chairman, Toxas State Library, Capitol 
Building, Austins 
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STATE ARCHIVES. Tho Division of Stato Archives has recently boon moved 
from the basement of the Capitol Buildin; onto the mjin floor of the Texes 
State Library. This now location is much more convenient for persons wishing 
to make use of the archives. Also, sinco the air is much drior on the second 
floor, it is better for the fragile newspapers end documcnts than tho base- 
ment, and the fire hazard has boon cgroatly reduced. bos 
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NOW LIBRARY BUILDINGS. As a result of several yoars of study of the 
latost in library building devclopment, the library of the Southern Methodist 
Univorsity, Dallas, is onc of the fincst library buildings’ in the nation. On 
Juno 4 the new $458,000 Fondren Library was dedicated. Electrical book con- 
veyors bring boolzs to and from the immense stacks which are in: the rear of 
the library, and oxtond from the basement to the third floor, and clovators 
take library workers to the verious book stack levels. Scminar and browsing 
rooms aro included for studonts vho wish to do intcnsive studying or recre- 
ational rcading. Thore are also cubicles in the stacks for students doing 
rescarch work. Tho building has 2 capacity of 300,000 volumes. 

During June the Wharton County Library moved into its fine new building, 
and ct about the samo timc the new El Campo Branch building was also opencd. 
The building in \-harton, remodeled from the old jail, incluéés a larre roading 
room, childron*@ room, catcloz room, mendin# room and the librarian's offico. 
In the reading room the wells’are pale green, the floors yellow torrazzo and the 
Venetian blinds ere off-whitc. A slone-top picture book table for small child- 
ron is a special feature of the childron®é@ room. Thcsc two buildings are 
espocially woll couipocd, and make the Wharton County Library ono of the out- 
standing vublic librerics in the stato. 

The transfor of the Potter County Library to tho city of Amarillo was 
made on August 1, 1940, the new libr-ry being houscd in the cast wing of theo 
Municipal Auditorium. The new quarters allow more space for all departments, 
with tho best of lishtine, floors, stors7e ond stack rooms. Thore aro threc 
floors, with the bascment for nowspancrs, unbound magazines and other period- 
icals. Tho min floor is the show place of tho library, with its magnificont 
merble stairersc. The circul:tion desk, the reforcnec and main roading * 
rooms and the librarian's officc arc on the main floor. A “trcasurc" room of 
rare volumes, a curront poriodicals room, <a ranair room and c youth's ronding 
room occuny the third floor. 
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HOUSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY MAKES CHANGES. Tho Houston Public Library has ro- 
contly made several ehanges for more practical working conditions in the uscs 
of the various parts of the main building. Tho handsome room at the head of 
the stairs on the sccond floor, used for many years for the §ibrarian's office, 
is now uscd for raro and special books, the librcrian's office having boon movod 
to smaller quertors on the third floor. The current newspaper and periodical 
room, once housod on the second floor of the wing, has been removed to the first 
floor of the samo wing. 
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TO CLLILDREN'S LIBRARIANS ESPOCIALLY. The Horn Book, magazine of books’ 
and roading for children and young people, is now listed in the "Reader's 
Guida to Poriodical Litcrature", anc is_proving cven more useful to librarians. 
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APPROACH TO COMMUNITY SERVICE. The ates 1940, issue of Minnesota 
Libraries, publication of the Library Division of the Department of Education 
of Minnesota, is devoted to "A public library at work"...The purpose is not to 
discuss or emphasize accepted library practices, but to show that a library ~- 

a wide-awake library with its finger on the pulse of the community - will de- 
velop certain activities that have special significance to.the people being 
served. 

The activities of the Saint Paul (llinnesota), Public Library are discussed 
to show how this library has responded to community needs in its own way. Whon 
people in a certain section of the city became anxious about the morals of the 
idle children and young people, and when a steady stream of younrsters were 
going into Juvenile Court, a branch library was established, and tho situation 
was improved. When many young people were seeking vocational advice, an occu- 
pational guidance service was started by the library. The results wore amazing. 

To integrate the children's work in all branchos, the position of Supor- 
visor of Work with Children in Branches was created. Now more lasting results 
are being realized in work with childron, 

Pierre Jones, librarian of.the Saint Paul Public Library, explains the new 
approach to community service as follows: "It is nota new idea that children’ 
need some one to help them who is thoroughly steeped in children's literature, 
nor is it. a new situation that thore may not. be enough children's librarians 
in a certain library system, or budgot to provide for them, We have solved 
this problem in ono way, perhaps you can find another. Nor is it a new situ- 
he ation that children of high school ago are losing contact with tho library. 

l- How wo wore able to provide a room of onc's own for this fledgling age and 
what kindof a room, may provide suggestions for others who find thomselvos in 
this quandary. 

The library -has been sucked willy-nilly into the economic and social scene 
by those who arc’ looking for.jobs. In snvito of the fact that there are thousands 
of books on jobs, wo-know we cah't give satisfactory help without knowing more 
about the roader than we now do, a ficld dofinitely outsido our province. — 
But is it not within. our province to make a bridgs from the librarian to the 
vocational director so that all job-finding asencies and testing bureaus may 
be dovetailed when necessary with those of the library for the benefit of 
, job hunters? 

Wo are still librarians, Wo aro not toachers, or social workers, or 
nursemaids or cntertaihers, but we arc using now tools in some cases and in 
other cases passing on our tools for others to use. This close intorfingcring 
of what the library can offor and what the community noeds is sometimos diffi- 
cult to seo until it is on the doorstep. It my bo an opportunity to correct 
neighborhood conditions that are sending boys and girls to tho juvenilo court, 
it may be rcaching shut-ins with WPA holp, or the sotting up of a reference 
branch in a privately supported muscum,: but in cach case our purpose has been 
to go straight to the spot where wo could be used in our community, taking 








by whatover hurdles were necessary in the goings In common with librarians 
rod everywhere, we boliove that books can moan much more than they do, that human 
beings aro more important than toohniquos, and that it is not cnough to serve 
‘st only those who é¢omc to our doors," 
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TO READ AND REeREAD, Dre William Stanloy Hoole's "'Philosophy' of ° 
College Librarianship", published in T. Le A. News Notes, April 1940, has so 
much of valuc to all librarians that it wanes profit us groatly to read it 
and roercad it several timos, 
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AIESTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEDTING. The ‘Southwestern. Library 
assootetlons of which Dorothy Amami, Southern Methodist University, Deltas; 
is president, and Freda A. Conrad, Public Library, Albuquerque, New Kexico, 
is secretary, will méeét October 25 in Albuquerque,’ Haniel Long, poct, and 
~@irector of the Rydal: Presé in Santa Fe, has accepted ‘an invitation to 
give one of the chief ‘addresses at the convention, He is to speak on "The 
History of Printing". This is especially appropriate, as the vear 1940 is 
the anniversary of 500 years’ of printing in Europe, 400 in this hemi sphere 
and S00 in the Uni ted States. | * ¥ 
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TEXAS STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION MELTING. The sessions of the Library 
Section of Te S. Tt. Ae Will have much of value for libraridhs of ‘public li- 
braries as'wellas school librarians. The meeting this ‘year will be in 
Fort Worth, November 21-23. Besides getting much benefit from going to 
the sessions, much will be gained for both publit ané’ school“ librarians if 
members of each group are present’ at the conventions of eachy*° This, of 
course, will hot take the place of having the meetings ‘simultaneotsly, as 7 
has been suggested, but it will be of great mutual value in bringing the’ 
groups: closer together.” Miss Nora Buest, “school library’ specialist, U. s. 
Department of Edusatdoni, will'be one of the my» he gee speakers. - 
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BOOK WEBK. National Book Week is to be observed Sovéaber 10-16 this. 
yeare The slogan is GOOD BOOKS - GOOD FRIENDS. Book eek gives the li- 
braries over the nation an excellent onportunity to prove their value and 
service to mankind. Lucile Fargo's Activity book for school libraries con- 
tains some fino material for Book Weck activities for public libraries, as 
well. as for the schools. From this book thore may ‘be gathered innumbrable 
ideas. Other suggestions for Book “’eck observance can be hed from Book 
Week Headquarters, 62 West 45th St., New York, N. Y., and from the ‘American 
Library Association, 
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NEW PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN TEXAS. On September 9 the Liberty Public Li- 
brary, Liberty, Texas, was opened. Although the Library is a city institution 
by being ‘housed in a-nice now special library building owned by the city, all 
residents of the county will have free ‘access ‘to the books and other material. 
The four thousand or more books have been gifts, which are at the prespnt in 
the process of selection for the shelves. ; 

The new Weatherférd Library, part of the Weatherford College, will be 
open to all the people of Weatherford and Parker County. 

Wilson County inaugurated public library service on a county-wide basis 
on September 25. Urs. H. Be Jackson has been appointed by the county com- 
missioners' court to be in chargo of the library. Immediate plans are for 
the purchase of a bookmobilo as soon as possible. 





«Qu 


TEXAS STATE LIBRARY has a duplicate copy of the 1939 revere and succeedin 
issues of Subscription Books Bulletin which can be borrowed by other libraries. 
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